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Tena Koutou, haere mai, to our second 
Panui for this year.  As hoped the Panui is 
growing and reaching more parents, 
parent educators and parent support 
agencies.  Thank you to those who phoned 
or emailed with your positive feed back.  
With everyone’s input and ideas Panui will 
be of interest to all involved in Early 
Childhood. 
 

Thankfully the 1 st term which went by like a 
whirlwind is now behind me & I can now 
concentrate on getting out and meeting 
people, look at early childhood support, 
programmes and professional development 
delivery.   
 

One programme I am happy to say is now 
up and running is Playgym.  Just started this 
Monday in Hokitika.  It was fantastic, Anna 
Morgan  is so skilled with the children, and in 
no time had 12 young children running, 
hopping, jumping, balancing and 
negotiating obstacles.  Parents joined in 
with the children holding on to little hands 
and racing children around on balancing 
boards.   
 

Coming up very soon is the SKIP workshops.  
Separate workshops will be held for staff 
who work with pre-school children/parents. 
The second workshop is for parents.  The 
trainings are held in Greymouth  and Grey 
Valley .  Term 4 will see similar workshops 
held in Hokitika.   I am continuing my work 
with University of Canterbury for Early 
Childhood Professional development.  See 
pg 5  for more info.  
����������	����������	����������	����������	 ����Early Childhood Co-Ordinator 

Upcoming Training Workshops 
Facilitated by Pat Penrose  

        Please phone WestREAP for further informatio n 
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 A Professional Development 
Workshop for people working with: -   
pre-school  children 
 and parents of preschool children. 
 

12th & 13th May 2010 evenings 
Greymouth. 
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Parents, Grandparents & Caregivers  
Raising Children From Birth to 5 
years 
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from 
birth to  5 years.   
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What’s Happening at:- 
Haast PlayGroup :   
Rachel Norton from Haast Playgroup said they 
have had a very active 1st term making the 
most of the warmer weather.  Their playgroup is 
in the unique position of being right on the 
beach, so many play sessions were spent out 
exploring the beach or flying kites.    
They have also been going on excursions 
exploring the short walks in the area and have 
had a couple of swimming days.  Rachel also 
said that the last year had been spent running 
local fundraising events to improve their 
facilities and pay for extra activities.  "The 
Playgroup area is looking awesome with new 
play equipment and colorful murals against the 
fence painted by a local artist".  "We have also 
been able to fund a local person to teach 
music and arts and crafts one session a week.  

This coming term we have Adele from Active 
Movement visiting, followed by a Mini Muscles 
Gym session and then in July we have Kaitrin 
McMullan with her storytelling".  Another 
programme which they enjoy is Footsteps with 
the facilitator driving over from Wanaka.   
Looking forward to visiting you in Haast.  

 
Above, Nicholas, Scotty and Tessa just some of the children 
enjoying their melody makers session at Haast playgroup 
 ******************************************  

Rotomanu PlayGroup 
Playgroup has been happening on a 
Wednesday, 10.30am – 12,30pm at Rotomanu 
Hall.  Renee Rooney told me “Before Easter we 
decorated eggs and made Easter Bunny masks.  
A great visit was had when Adele Orangi visited 
from Sports Canterbury West Coast.  The visit 
was really good and we all enjoyed it, looking 
forward to her next visit. Think the children just 
enjoyed being active”.   
Melody Makers is at Rotomanu on a Tuesday 
morning, this will be happening monthly. Call 
Renee Rooney, 03 738 0323 for any further 
information on the Rotomanu playgroup. 

Kaniere Playcentre  

 
Kaniere Playcentre …come join us for a play! 
Play and exploration have been big themes in 
term 1 at Kaniere Playcentre this year.  Play is 
always big, sessions are full of it, for all, from the 
babies to the toddlers, to the all knowing almost 
school kids.  The great weather has seen the big 
swing set a popular outside space, along with 
imaginary fishing adventures on the blue boat 
and of course hours of digger action in the 
sandpit.  Paint and water have been seen 
featuring strongly on many tee shirts and shorts 
leaving our morning sessions! 
 

For our parents there’s been keen exploration.  
As a parent co-op the Playcentre operates 
through parent power and this year lots of us 
have taken on new roles to see what we can 
learn as well as offer.  So far it’s been great!  W e 
are seeing lots of new families arrive to try out 
the Playcentre and see if it suits them and their 
wee ones.  Everyone is welcome to come and 
try it, there’s even a promise of three free visits  
to make sure it’s a place you fit in and feel 
comfortable.  On that…it’s a friendly, family 
based place, full of toys, smiles, and 
encouragement for parents.  Oh, and there’s 
training too, for parents, which is a great way to 
gain confidence and skills to be a more 
fabulous parent for your child. 
 

We celebrated Playcentre Awareness Week in 
March.  This was a time to remind our 
community how important parent led childcare 
is, as an option for all.  Playcentre is a special 
way of recognising the importance of the early 
years of your child’s life and choosing to be a 
major influence in how they learn and grow 
over that time.  We are playing and welcoming 
visitors from 9:30 – 12 Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday during the school terms.   
You can find us beside Kaniere School in Camp 
Street, Kaniere, Hokitika.  Reported by Jo 
Kearns. 

“Getting 
amongst it  
 
messy play  
at Kaniere 
Playcentre” 
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What’s Happening in EC  
Well the buzz words lately seem to have been 
“Whanau Ora” the impact of this new Government 
initiative is yet to be rolled out.  I have been on line 
and it is difficult at the moment to see how Whanau 
Ora will impact on early childhood education 
directly, other than happy well cared for children 
find it easier to learn than those children whose well 
being is compromised. And we all want to see 
every child having the best childhood they can 
possibly have. 

I think what we have all been hearing is what 
has been reported in the Community Net 
Aotearoa  

"Rather than having different agencies working with 
individual family members, Wh� nau Ora will work 
with wh� nau and families as a whole." "I am 
confident that Wh� nau Ora has the potential to help 
all families, right across New Zealand," Minister 
Responsible for Wh� nau Ora Tariana Turia.  
http://www.community.net.nz/communitycentre/ne
ws/national/whanauora.htm  

**************************************** 

Study in Early Childhood  

From MoE website   Study awards You can apply 
through the Teacher Study Awards or the Special 
Education Study Awards to upgrade your special 
education skills and knowledge and get time off for 
study.  Which study award to apply for 

You are a...  You want to... Apply 
through... 

teacher in a primary, 
intermediate or 
secondary school 

increase your skills and 
knowledge to improve 
your practice in your 
current job 

Teacher 
Study Awards 

teacher in, or wanting 
to be in, a designated 
specialist teaching 
role 

·  gain the recognised 
qualification for the 
role or  
·  gain a qualification 
to become a specialist 
teacher 

Special 
Education 
Study Awards 

 
 Also check out Special Education Scholarships  
Information about the 2011 awards and scholarships 
will be available on the MOE site from 1 May 2010. 
Applications will close on 17 September 2010. 

Barnardos 
Emphasis for the Greymouth Barnardos this 
term is on family & community relationships.  
Plans are being made around having a 
family social get together at the aquatic 
centre.  Another plan underway is holding a 
parent evening covering the topic of 
language development.   
 

The Greymouth Barnardos have really 
enjoyed having Karlene Bachelor recently 
come to their centre and hold Melody 
Maker sessions.  Barnardos center’s in both 
Cobden and Greymouth welcome new 
enrolments and look forward to all enquires.  
You can phone Raelene on 03 768 7476 or 
visit her at 37 Alexander St, Greymouth or 
contact Marieke, Head Teacher at the 
Cobden Centre, 139 Ward St in Cobden. 
Phone 7684572  
******************************************

Special Education 
Updates on Special Needs  From 1 July 2010, a 
transition-to-school plan is not required in order for 
five-year-old children with special education needs 
to access 20 Hours ECE; however the transition-to-
school plan is good practice to ensure children 
transition to school with their peers.  Contact Special 
Education for more information.  
http://www.minedu.govt.nz/Parents/EarlyYears/How
ECEWorks/20HoursECE/20HoursECEInfo4Parents 

***************************************************
******

I attended the last meeting on 17th March, where guest 
speaker Dr Therese Boustead, CEM, UC.  discussed 
assessments and the impacts for EC.  It was noted that 
there was low representation from the Early Childhood 
Sector at meetings. As you will read in the last minutes, 
pg. 3. 1st paragraph 
http://www.educationwestcoast.ac.nz/ 
minutes/EWC%20Minutes%2017March2010.pdf 
Coming to the meetings will help to highlight 
the important work and value of ECE on the 
West Coast.    Next meeting is on 19th May at St 
John’s Facility, Waterwalk Road, Greymouth.   
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Whats Happening at WestREAP 
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We are happy to announce the appointment 
of David Stapleton  to the position of Community 
Networker for South Westland and the Grey 
Valley.  David’s role is to work alongside 
communities linking  needs with resources. This 
will help identify needs in Early Childhood and 
through working together we will look at how 
these needs can be resourced as effectively as 
possible.  You can contact David on 027 4848 
722 
 
Madeline Dennehy  will work with David in the 
South Westland District and we welcome her 
input and knowledge of this community. 
�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Melody Makers – Karlene Bachelor & Tracey 
Hutt.  Karlene is busy with current and new 
melody maker sessions at Early Childhood 
centre’s and playgroups.  Karlene delivers an 
hour’s action packed musical session for 
children from birth to 5.    Each session format 
provides an environment for children to 
experience a variety of musical instruments, 
sounds, and physical movement.  Tracey follows 
the same musical format and both sessions 
close with a morning tea of healthy foods and 
drinks. Please phone me if you would like 
Melody Makers in your playgroup or ECE centre. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Croft  will tutor this group. 
 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�)*% �
+���,��%������$�-�����
�
	������	�������	��
�.
���
��
�	�/���������	0	�

������	���
�
1���	�����2	3
��.�.�,	�������.����
	�
�����
��'����/.���������
	/.��-��	3	�0	��/����
4�4%��
�
1�������	�
�0�
�

�5�
����
����	�.�6�*���
��.���*�����.��
�
7	�������
��3��,�8�	�
��	��
�-���.��
�����
�	��
�
�
9���	�:�
�
�
��;�.3	�;�-���9�,,�����6�
�	���
���	6�
�	���

��-��
�
+�������$	���.���+��.����.����
��0�
�
���
��
������	�
����	(�	��	�3	�
�
+������
����,�.6���
�	�������
.�����	
�.�3	
�
/������-�

Friday’s 10.00 to 1pm 
Whanau Room 

Hokitika Primary School 
Park Street, Hokitika  

 

Come along and help your children to 
learn about their New Zealand heritage 
and other cultures, via a fun filled bi-
lingual learning experience . 
         

Play GYM  
Monday 1pm – 1.45 (3 – 5 year olds) 
Hokitika Primary School Hall 
Tutor Anna Morgan 
$35.00 per term (subsidies maybe available) 
 
Contact WestREAP on 03 755 8874, or 
0800 927 327, or email; 
desma@westreap.org.nz  
 
Due to enquires from parents we are now 
planning additional sessions for under 3’s.  
This will be slightly different than play gym but 
will offer the younger children the 
opportunity to have some physical 
developmental fun.  Jenna Croft will tutor this 
session. 

Simple Yoga for Pregnancy & Birth  
Are you pregnant, and wanting some ideas to help with 
your pregnancy and birth, come and talk to Tutors 
Robyne Bryant and Sharon Knightbridge.   
 
Tuesday 11:00am – 12:30pm at the Anglican Church 
Lounge, Bealey Street, Hokitika .  During term time.  
 
Partners welcome.  Please book at WestREAP. 

Promoting Participation Project -  Toni Sims 
The great news for us is that the PPP contract 
has been extended to the 30th September 
2010.   
This means Toni can continue her work with 
families and pre-school children.  If you know 
of any family, new to the area, never been to 
an ECE centre, then please contact Toni on 
03 768 7435 or cell 027 848 6832. Remember 
Toni covers Greymouth and Hokitika districts. 
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Another great publication, please phone or 
email me as I have copies to give away, and 
this publication is really worth having.  The 
article on pg 10 “Use your imagination” just 
really explains all the values of child’s play.  
Turning the page you can read up on 
something that does seem to affect most 
parents and siblings, Sibling Rivalry.  Read it 
please and I’m sure you will have a laugh at 
how real this article is.   What I like is all the 
specific tips, ie tips for first born, middle child , 
and last born.  Nothing of course for only 
children but I think something could have been 
included for  only children, like how to help 
them when visiting playgroups etc when they 
are not used to standing up for themselves, a 
skill that is learnt from being a sibling.  Maybe 
that is something I can look into.  

 
 

Variety turn 20! 
 

This newsletter is 
definitely worth getting 
hold of.  The Children’s 
Charity launched a new 

initiative, the ‘Variety Future Kiwi Kids Fund’ to 
ensure Variety continues to make a difference 
to lives of New Zealand’s disadvantage 
children.  Please have a look at their website, 
there may be information that you as an  
ECE or playgroup could use to help some of 
your families.    
http://www.variety.org.nz/content.asp 
 
 �
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Great to read that the Cobden Hub has 
been recognized in issue 9 of the 
Community Connect.   This article 
recognizes the hard work put in by many 
people over many years in reaching the 
goal of having a Greymouth hub.  The hub 
has been described as “a gathering place 
for families where children and the adults 
caring for them are welcome to spend the 
day.”  
http://www.familyservices.govt.nz/working-
with-us/news-room/newsletters/community-
connect/issue-09/hub-nurtures-greymouth-
future.html                                                                           
For any further information please phone Nurturing 
the Future Trust on ����� ���� �		�� 
�� ���
���

�����

 
Well yes I agree, Mothers Day is everyday 
when you have a child.  The marked 
calendar day comes with lots of emotions 
for many different reasons.  Lets all have at 
least 1 cuppa with our feet up, pat 
ourselves on the back for just simply being a 
mum, and if you can, cuddle your child as 
many times as you can.  And if you’re an 
adult child, give your mum some cuddles, 
we only have one mum. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

University of Canterbury  Being explored is the 
possibility of 5 workshops.   

·  Assessment and Story Writing;  
·  ����������	
���
·  
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Panui by Email  
If you would prefer to receive a copy of the 
Early Childhood Panui by email, please 
email westreap@westreap.org.nz and ask 
to be put on the email list.  Please also 
remember that a copy of the latest 2-3 
issues is always available on our website  
www.westreap.org.nz  
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Time for Gardening 
 

Haven’t you noticed, Children love to garden, 
planting seeds, watering and watching the 
plant grow, and even better if its peas, 
strawberries or tomatoes children can just pick 
and eat them, yum.  Good thing about it all, is 
that it’s a fun, low cost relaxing healthy way to 
spend time with your children while teaching 
them great skills. 
 
So, what can you do with Winter coming up.  
Well I’ve just planted silverbeet, broccoli and 
cauliflower seeds and they are up already.  
Admittedly they are in a tunnel house, but 
silverbeet which is a great supplement to any 
meal, (also great in quiches & rich in iron) can 
easily be grown outside.  A fruit that is really 
hardy is rhubarb a great filler for puddings/pies 
and really nice with custard.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I don’t know about you, but after work I do 
enjoy going down to the garden, watching 
things grow, watering the plants and there is 
something really satisfying about eating your 
own produce.  One thing I found really 
important apart from slug control is to have 
plenty of manure.  Horse & cow manure gets 
things growing and is free and you don’t have 
to go to far a field to get this.  Great mucking in  
with your child. 

Make & Play 

I have this book The Usborne book of “Make & 
Play” one of the treasured items from my 
daughter’s childhood and as Kerry Adams 
found out this week, I never throw anything out.  
This book had to have been one of my favorites 
for activities and here is one that goes well with 
the gardening theme. 

 

 

Cress Creatures        Hairy Caterpillar 

You will need easy growing seed (sprout, 
raddish), potatoes, jug of cold water, cotton 
wool, felt tip pen, carrot, and knife 

1)  Clean potatoes, choose a small potato for 
the head and cut out a face with knife.  Colour 
the face in with your felt tips. 

2) Slice the tops off the other potatoes.  Scoop 
some of the potato out and replace it with 
cotton wool. 

3)  Water the cotton wool and sprinkle it with 
seeds. 

4) Arrange the potatoes in order of size behind 
the head.  Watch the caterpillar grow.  

Events Coming UP �
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Easy to get a rhizome  of a 
friend if you don’t have any. 
(just remember the leaves are 
poisonous) 
  



7/8 

�



8/8 

 


