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Tena Koutou Katua, Where do | start, with
this being my first issue of Panui, maybe |
start with saying how enjoyable | am
finding the role of Early Childhood Co-
ordinator and how enjoyable it has been
to have met people working in this field.

Usually when you begin a new job, its good
to try and walk before you run however
since starting in January the pace has
been more like flying. Not that | mind, as
the scenery of Early Childhood on the West
Coast looks great.

EC Co-ordinator Role

I would like to briefly revisit the Early
Childhood Co-ordinator’s role at
WestREAP. The role involves responding to
identified early childhood educational
needs. Our target area covers Grey District
east to Otira and south to Haast. Ministry
of Education funding is our primary source
of income, we access supplementary
funding wherever we can to strengthen
program delivery. Fundamental to this is
networking collaboratively with agencies
to ensure delivery is provided effectively
and efficiently and with a bit of fun.

One new development being hatched is
gymnastics for pre-schoolers  in the Hokitika
district for term 2. Will update you on
where and when. To meet demand,
delivery of the successful Melody Makers
sessions to all playgroups is being planned.
Other ideas are still in the early gestational
stage and | will update you further next
term.

The Panui which is distributed each term to
numerous contacts is a publication that |
would like to open up for early childhood
community news and upcoming events.
So if you would like some free advertising
please email your information to me. Also |
would love to hear from parents with some
light hearted stories with their children.

Early Childhood Co-Ordinator

Promoting Participation Pro ject

Do you know a family that would like some
friendly support to join an Early Childhood
Centre? If so, please contact  Toni Sims, our
Early Childhood Promotor . Toni can assist
families with introductions to centres and
support them to enrol in a centre that best
suits their needs.

Contact Toni on 03 768 7435, or 0800 927
327, or email; toni@westreap.org.nz

Simple Yoga for Pregnancy & Birth

Are you pregnant, and wanting some ideas to help
with your pregnancy and birth, come and talk to
Tutors Robyne Bryant and Sharon Knightbridge.

Starting, Tuesday 2nd
March 11:00am — 12:30pm

at the Anglican Church

Lounge, Bealey Street,
Hokitika . During term
time.

Partners welcome. Please book at WestREAP.

Brain Awareness Week
15t to 21 st March 2010
Check out the website;
www.brainweek.co.nz




This great service is for children aged
from 3.5 to 5 years. The project is
designed to support family learning by
an Early Literacy Tutor working in the
caregiver/parent's home to help the
child gain early literacy skills before they
start school. For more information
please contact Early Literacy Project
Supervisor, Karen Greenslade on the
WestREAP phone 755 8700 or 0800 927
327 or email karen@westreap.org.nz
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&$' Come along and join in the fun
with Tracey Hutt on;

Wednesday’s 9.30 to 10.30 at the Ark,
Richmond Street Cobden

Session ends with a shared healthy morning
tea.

(% %  Musical adventure and
movement with Karlene Bachelor on;

Wednesday’s 10.15to 11.15 at
WestREAP, 72 Tudor Street, Hokitika.

Session ends with a shared healthy morning
tea.
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Strategies with Kids | Information for Parents

SKIP’svision is that all children will be raised
in a positive way. This involves parents
loving and nurturing their children as well
as setting boundaries to guide and teach
them. SKIP provides a huge range of
parent and child resources. Our SKIP
Promoter, Toni Sims, distributes the SKIP
resources and messages.

Contact Toni at 03 768 7435 or
toni@westreap.org.nz __ for more information.

What's On for Under Fives

WestREAP publish this brochure each
school term, letting families of pre-
schoolers know what's happening in
the community for them. If you have
an event or activity you would like
included in this, please get in touch
with Kerry or Pauline at Reception. If
you would like to be included on our
mailing list, give us a call, or download
from our website; www.westreap.org.nz
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Friday's 10.00 to 1pm
Whanau Room
Hokitika Primary School
Park Street, Hokitika
Come along and help your children to
learn about their New Zealand heritage

and other cultures, via a fun filled bi-lingual
learning experience

Kaiako Airini Royal
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The information generation is great;
information is everywhere but sometimes
this can create that feeling of information
overload. To help I have just listed a couple
of local and further a field resources that
provide some really good reading.

Jan/Feb 2010 Newsletter. This newsletter
provides information on local activities, events,
helpful parenting tips, a member’s profile and
vouchers for discounts at some local
businesses. | really enjoyed reading “The
Images of Mother” definitely worth reading this
newsletter. Contacts — Stacy 03 768 7586 o0 r
mcevedybj.sl@xtra.co.nz _ for your next issue .

A free Christchurch publication which does
cover mainly Canterbury events etc, it does
also have some good reading information,
competitions and discounts. “Kids Oral Health
is well covered on pg 14.”

One article which covered an important area

for support is “Parental Separation”. Locally
we have Relationship Services which offers
support during this very difficult time for
parents, children and extended family
members. You can contact Relationship
Services on 0800 735283. Tots to Teens is
available at WestREAP.

Isn't it great, just key in Early

Childhood and thousands of
pieces of information appear A
instantly. The MOE website is worth

visiting and also
http://www.kiwifamilies.co.nz/index.html

Just popped up on my inbox is some
information from “The Couch”, Families
Commission” http://familiescommission . Please
have a look, it is asking for your views on issues
facing families over the next 5 years. In
completing the questionnaire you will help the
Commission develop West  Coast priorities for
family advocacy for 2010 and beyond.

And of course, don’t forget to check out
the WestREAP Website;
wWww.westreap.org.nz

At WestREAP we have tons of interesting books
covering a multitude of topics (Lots about
parenting!!). Also we have videos (and a
couple of DVDs) and pamphlets to share.
Drop in one day and have a browse or email
me if you have a topic of interest you would
like some information on. A
sample of a pamphlet | think
is really helpful is “Playing &
Learning at HOME"
produced by MOE, an
excerpt from this appears on
the back page.

Playgroups do not require a license to operate,
providing they meet certain conditions. If you
are starting a playgroup and would like help in
this area you can contact Joanna Lorimer,
Early Childhood Coordinator West Coast,
Ministry of Education, Phone: (03) 768 5306, or
email: joanna.lorimer@minedu.govt.nz

An informative easy to read booklet called

“Establishing a Community Playgroup”  will
help you get started and covers things like
becoming eligible for funding, running a
playgoup and Maori cultural learning in
playgroups. Or you may want to take the next
step and become a licensed early childhood

centre. Again contact Joanna or myself and

we can help with this process.

Come and hear how you can help build
your child’s brain. Find out how you can
enhance your child’ potential.

Kidsfirst Kindergarten Hokitika present this
informative talk by Trish Hunt, Parent
Educator for Nurturing the Future Trust.

Kidsfirst Kindergarten Hokitika, 7.15pm
Monday March 22 nd,

RSVP to 7556785 or hokitika@kidsfirst.org.nz




Playing & Learning At Home

(Resource from MoE)

Painting &
Drawing.

Painting & drawing
helps children think,
show feelings, and
feel good.

! Try different sorts of paper, such as
newspaper, wallpaper, cardboard,

cartons; large crayons, felt pens, ballpoint
pens, and brushes of all sizes, powder
paint, poster paint, water-colour paints.

Use small plastic containers for paint and
water.

Let the child use their fingers and listen to
anything they want to tell you about their
picture.

, o Fingerpaint recipe
Joshua and Melissa Costello with Bill & Helen and 1 cup of flour. 1 cup of cold water. 3 cups
their daughter enjoying a family picnic at P ’ P ’ P

Shantytown on Children’s Day. of boiling water and food colourings.

Mix flour & cold water, stir until smooth.
Pour the mixture gradually into the boiling
water & bring to the boll, sitting constantly.
Add colouring and cool.

When painting inside, spread newspaper
# on the floor or bench. A squirt of
# detergent added to paint helps prevent
B ! staining. A blackboard can be made by
% painting hardboard with a tin of
blackboard paint.

Experiment - draw on steamy windows,
with a stick in the dirt, with charred wood
on paths and stones, with water on paths

and fences.

Have a go, put on some old clothes and
just have fun with your child/ren.
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